Richard Gorman
December 22, 1942 - February 16, 2021

Richard Gorman, age 78, died on February 16, 2021 at Pleasanton Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center. He was born on December 22, 1942 to Frank and Helen Gorman in
Oakland, California. On November 13, 1977, he married his wife of 32 years, Cherie
Ravazza, who preceded him in death. Together they had two sons, Jason (39) and Jeff
(32).
Richard loved baseball but wasn't allowed to play high school sports at Oakland Tech due
to the fact that at the age of 16 he was already a professional bowler therefore forgoing
his amateur status. Richard served his country in Korea from 1960 to 1962. After returning
home he purchased a home for his parents with the help of the GI bill. Richard then began
work as a truck driver for TransCon and Sealand. Eventually finding his long-term career
with Union Pacific Railroad at the port of Oakland. He became the union shop steward to
the Teamsters local 70 and fought hard in labor negotiations for fair wages and benefits, to
protect the rights of his fellow co-workers and their families. This was a position he was
very proud of and held until retirement.
In his younger days, Richard was an avid fisherman and outdoorsmen, and in his years of
retirement, he took up a love for gardening. He and his wife loved to travel with their
family, particularly on cruises. Over their 32 years of marriage they went on sixteen cruises
mainly in the Caribbean and Alaska. Richard adored time with family and friends. Richard
was a devoted son to his loving mother Helen. In her later years taking care of her,
including forcing a doctor to perform surgery to save her life at the age of 87, Helen lived
another 5 years.
Among his many interests, Richard had a deep love of sports which was instilled by his
father and he later passed on to his sons. He devoted much of his time outside of work to
coaching his sons on their baseball teams and helping them practice and improve.
Richard also volunteered his time as a baseball umpire. Eventually introducing both his
sons to umpiring and the three of them having a combined 60 years of umpire experience,
both amateur and professional. He also loved watching football and for 25 years, hosted

legendary Super Bowl parties, no matter who was playing. And was able to see the last
Super Bowl played before his death.
He was truly an unforgettable person with a dynamic personality and big incredible hair.
Even in his later years people would stop him on the street and comment on his hair.
Throughout his long life learning nicknames such as “Diamond Dick” “The Silver Fox”, as
well as "Pb" from his son's. He gave out nicknames himself and enjoyed joking and
playing practical jokes on those in his life. A man known for his honesty and generosity, he
provided for his parents, wife and children with a selfless love, and he will be greatly
missed. His sons were with him when he passed.

Cemetery
St Mary's Catholic Cemetery
4529 Howe St
Oakland, Ca, 94611

Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard Gorman.
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“

I knew Richard as my childhood best friend’s dad, Dick. He retired only a few years
after I met him, so he was often around when I would go to play with his son Jeff at
their house. Dick loved people a lot more than my own dad, and had better
communication skills, so I considered him as a second role model in that respect. I
remember he would often get frustrated with his two rowdy sons, but he and I always
got along. He had a classic, dry sense of humor, often picking on others, but he knew
where to draw the line and always finished his teasing off with a smile and a friendly
comment to make sure you knew he was only joshing you. As I got older, I grew to
admire his tendency to inspire his sons to pursue more niche and difficult paths in
life, even if it meant they were unlikely to succeed.
I felt terrible for Dick when Cherie passed away. I will never forget the way he walked
down the aisle at her funeral. I have scarcely seen someone look so devastated. I
am glad they are reunited once again.
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